Abstract. The aim of this article is to discuss the functioning of the comparison clitic -džyk in forming the verbal augmentative or intensifying grade and its relation to the inherent properties of the event it modifies in literary Komi. The analysis of an assessment questionnaire proved telicity to be the most prominent factor in determining the gradability of an event. Two semantic types of gradation appeared -degree gradation and extent gradation. In the case of degree gradation ('faster', 'better', 'stronger'), telicity determines the openness of the event's scale. In the case of extent gradation ('more' or temporal duration), atelic events appear with either a cardinality reading or a temporal duration reading, while telic events appear with a cardinality reading only.
Introduction
In Komi, the clitic 1 -džyk is a versatile element which has developed a wide cross-category usage forming the comparative grade not only with adjectives and adverbs, but also with nouns, pronouns, verbs and even adpositional phrases (Coates 1982) . In this article, the main focus is on the appearance of the džyk-clitic with verbs (referred to as verbal augmentative 2 ) and the application of the comparison clitic with different verb types. The next few paragraphs will give a brief overview of the formation and usage of the verbal augmentative.
Formally, the augmented or intensified verbs may appear in all persons, numbers and tenses, both in the affirmative and negative, or be in the infinitive (Coates 1982 : 124-128) . In the affirmative (1), the function of the clitic -džyk is to increase the intensity or strength of the action or to lend the event a better quality (Цыпанов 2005 : 253) . In translation it could be expressed by the adverbs 'more (so)', 'faster', 'better', etc. depending on the semantics of the verb. In the negative (2), the džyk-clitic diminishes the intensity of the action (Цыпанов 2005 : 253) , and is translatable as 'less (so)', 'not so much ', etc. (1) daj völ-yd gort-lańyd voślalö-džyk (cf. Цыпанов 2005 : 253) PAR horse-N.2SG home-APPR.2SG step/walk.PRS.3SG-CMPR 'And the horse too walks home faster/better (i.e. with a lighter step)'
(2) on-džyk gažtömöćy (Попов 68)
NEG.2SG-CMPR miss.CNEG 'You do not miss (smth) as much'
The most interesting fact about this phenomenon is that not all verbs appear in the augmentative. According to Cypanov (Цыпанов 2005 : 249) , it is only possible for verbs with different grades of intensity to appear in the augmentative grade, i.e. situations which may be done faster or slower, more or less energetically, etc. For the different types of verbs appearing in the augmentative, verbs of movement, verbs of real actions, states, verbs expressing thought processes, and verbs which express the beginning or changing of quality are given by Cypanov, e.g. povny 'fear', pomńitny 'remember', vermyny 'can, be able to', gögörvony 'understand', etc. Existential verbs, verbs for events that could only take place once, and momentaneous verbs do not appear in the augmentative, e.g. vövny 'be', lyjny 'shoot', pyrny 'enter', ćužny 'be born ', etc. (Цыпанов 2005 : 249) .
The aim of this article is to present the results of a questionnaire-based fieldwork inspired by the most recent literature on the džyk-clitic and to further investigate the connection between the appearance of the augmentative grade and the inherent properties of the event referred to. The first part introduces the methods used and the relevant background, the second part presents the results of the questionnaire, the third part is a discussion based on the results, concentrating on the relationship between telicity and the readings of the džyk-clitic, and the fourth part concludes the article.
Methods
The argumentation of this article is based on a 50-sentence written judgement questionnaire filled out by 9 native speakers of Komi, 5 female and 4 male all between 19 and 40 years of age. The questionnaire consisted of sentences randomly picked from Komi periodicals "Komi mu" and "Zvezda" (year 2007). All sentences had originally contained a construction consisting of an adverb (like ödjödžyk 'faster', burdžyk(a) 'better', undžyk 'more', jondžyka 'stronger', etc.) and a verb. The adverbs represent two different dimensions that can be graded with verbs -the manner or intensity with which the event is conducted (e.g., 'faster', 'stronger', etc.) and the measurable dimension (e.g., temporal duration, length of path, or cardinality (Wellwood, Hacquard, Pancheva 2012); this will be addressed again in Chapter 3).
These constructions were then converted to a verb + -džyk form for the questionnaire (e.g., ödjödžyk kośmas > kośmasdžyk 'will dry.AUG'). This method allowed for obtaining grammatically correct sentences and minimising the The Verbal Augmentative and the Inherent Properties... distractions informants might receive from the possibly incorrect language usage of a non-native researcher. The informant was to assess all the sentences in the questionnaire and give a simple yes-no answer to whether they thought the use of the verb + -džyk construction in the given sentence to be possible or not. The informant was also given a chance to comment or correct each of the sentences.
The sentences were then grouped according to how many approvals they received from the informants. The verbs from the sentences were divided into typical (approved by 5 or more informants), non-typical (approved by 2-4 informants) and peripheral (approved by 1 informant) examples of the verbal augmentative. The fourth group consisted of the sentences which did not get any approvals and could not, according to those nine informants, appear in the augmentative grade. This grouping is helpful for a better overview of the common traits of the examples in each group.
Taking into account their specific context, all the verbs are analysed by their inherent properties and for that, the term event and situation are used synonymously to denote the inclusion of context in the event analysis. In this article, the term event is used as in generative and cognitive linguistics, i.e. to denote all lexical aspect classes (Croft 2012 : 34) . In classical descriptions of event or verb properties, the three oppositions of dynamic/non-dynamic (or stative), atelic/telic (or bounded/unbounded), and durative/punctual are used to compose the four basic lexical aspect classes: states, activities, accomplishments, and achievements (Vendler 1967; Comrie 1976; Rothstein 2004; Van Valin 2005; Croft 2012) .
Stative events do not involve change over time, while dynamic events do and can thus also be called processes. Durative events are extended in time, but punctual events mean an instantaneous change of state which only lasts for a single point in time. Telic (or bounded) events are bounded by a natural end-point or result, while atelic (or unbounded) events do not have an result state they must reach and they can last indefinitely. Table 1 gives the basic lexical aspect classes by their inherent properties. Van Valin (2005) also distinguishes another lexical aspect class, the active accomplishment, which is described as the telic use of activity verbs. In this article, the dynamic and durative telic verbs are all considered as accomplishments, regardless of whether they appear with an argument or not.
It should be kept in mind that even though each verb has some kind of an inherent aspectual reading, the final interpretation of each situation is still context dependent (Timberlake 2005 : 286), i.e. when a verb is said to denote a state or to be atelic, then this classification actually applies to the entire situation and it means that in the analysed sentence, the verb was used as referring to a state or the situation it depicted was atelic.
Results of the questionnaire
In the following subchapters, examples of the verbs and situations belonging to each of the frequency-groups (i.e. typical, non-typical, peripheral examples, and the not approved examples) will be presented. The tendencies concerning lexical aspect classes and inherent properties of those situations will be brought out.
Typical verbs appearing in the augmentative grade
Out of the 50 sentences (see the full list in Todesk 2013), 15 received approvals from five or more informants, giving a list of 15 situations that may be considered as typical events in the augmentative grade. According to the lexical aspect classes, there are 8 states, 5 activities, and 2 accomplishments (see Table 2 ).
Table 2
Events from the sentences approved five or more times States (stative, atelic, durative) olöny-džyk
Activities (atelic, durative) čöktöny-džyk burdödny 'they order-AUG to heal' vöditćöny-džyk 'they use land-AUG' tödćödny-džyk 'to point out, to accent-AUG' gižśis-džyk 's/he did some writing-AUG' kutis 3 munny-džyk 'it starts to go-AUG' Accomplishments (telic, durative) köśmas-džyk 'it will dry-AUG' sotćö-džyk 'it burns-AUG' It was expected to see activities appear in the augmentative, since these events have a presumed scale of intensity and can thus be graded, like in sentences (3) and (4). 
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The high amount of states among the typical examples is also not surprising, since states can easily be graded due to their adjective-like quality of denoting a property of the subject, as examples (5) The two accomplishments in examples (7) and (8) are also expected to appear in the augmentative according to Cypanov (Цыпанов 2005 : 253) . He states that one of the functions of the džyk-clitic in the augmentative grade is to increase the quality of the event's result. Since telic situations are processes leading to an end-result, it is expected that they appear in the augmentative. In (7), the situation ends or finishes (the wood burns to ashes), while in (8), there is a change from one state to another (wet hay becomes dry). By inherent properties, the typical verbs appearing in the augmentative can be either dynamic (activities and accomplishments) or non-dynamic (states), but they are mainly atelic (the only exceptions being the two accomplishments), and durative only. The importance of duration is yet to be confirmed -even though most of the situations appearing in the augmentative were durative, there was an unproportional amount of punctual situations among the sentences of the questionnaire, so making any generalisations based on that would be premature.
Non-typical verbs appearing in the augmentative grade
The second group consists of 12 sentences which were approved by more than two and less than five (i.e. 2-4) informants. This composes a list of 14 events, of which 9 are activities, 3 are states and 2 are accomplishments. In comparison with the group of typical examples, the only similarity is the high number of activities. The number of verbs belonging to other lexical aspect classes differs considerably (see Table 3 ).
According to inherent properties, the verbs in this group are mostly dynamic, there are only three non-dynamic events referred to. As in the previous group, most of the non-typical events are also atelic (except the accomplishments). There are no punctual events in this group. (telic, durative) zilÍöny eštödćyny-džyk 'they try to finish-AUG' nuöny-džyk 'they take-AUG (somewhere)' Example (9) is interesting for its iterative reading and the interpretation the verb receives in the augmentative grade. addÍźyślyny itself means 'to meet (briefly), to see smb' and would thus rather be interpreted as referring to an achievement, but in the augmentative, the verb can be interpreted as 'to meet more, to have meetings more often' according to which the event is an activity. As among the examples of the previous group, the non-typical examples also include a few accomplishments. In this group, example (10) presents an interesting complex predicate, where the clitic is added to the infinitive, not to the finite verb, which is more after the fashion of auxiliary constructions (as in examples (11)- (13)) and which may also be responsible for its acceptability rate. An important difference between this group and the previous one is the receding amount of non-dynamic verbs. It is interesting that the number of states gradually drops among the non-typical and peripheral examples (as will be seen in the next subchapter) even though states were the most numerous class among the typical examples. The states of this group all appear as complex predicates either in an inchoative construction ( (11) and (12)) or a necessive construction ((13a) and (13b)). The latter two are semantically the same sentence, but in (13a), the clitic is added to the auxiliary verb, and in (13b) to the main verbs. 
Peripheral examples of the verbs appearing in the augmentative
The group of peripheral examples consists of the events from the 12 sentences which were only approved by one out of the nine informants. There are only dynamic events in this group, since no states appeared among the examples (see Table 4 ). By telicity, the majority of the verbs are telicactivities (4) are atelic, while accomplishments (5) and achievements (3) are telic. Achievements are referred to by the only punctual verbs in this group, since both activities and accomplishments are inherently durative.
Table 4
Verbs from the sentences approved once Activities (atelic, durative) kolö mövpyštny-džyk 'is necessary.3SG to think about-AUG' vusaśny-džyk 'to sell-AUG' bośčis-džyk gižny 's/he began-AUG to write' öšödö udžavny-džyk 's/he tempts to work-AUG' Accomplishments (telic, durative) voštödćyny-džyk gortö 'to get-AUG home' vetlasny-džyk 'they will go and return-AUG' puktyny-džyk śöm 'to put-AUG money (into)' otsalö-džyk suvtny 's/he helps-AUG to get up' puksisny-džyk 'they sat down-AUG' Achievements (telic, punctual) okota völi tödmavny-džyk 'there was a wish to find out-AUG' börddzas-džyk 's/he starts to cry-AUG' kolÍöny-džyk 'they remained-AUG'
The most prominent feature of this group is the total absence of states. This suggests a tendency according to which non-dynamic verbs are more common to appear in the augmentative grade, seeing that their number drops among the peripheral examples.
Examples (14) and (15) illustrate the usage patterns of -džyk with a complex predicate as was also noted above. In (14), bośtćyny is functionally equal with kutny in that they both denote the beginning of an event, but semantically, the direct translation of bośtćyny would be 'to take'. Even so, the latter is not as lexicalised as the auxiliary kutny and appears with the augmentative clitic -džyk, whereas, among the examples of the questionnaire, kutny never does. Example (14) is also noteworthy for the co-occurrence of the džyk-clitic with the degree adverb nöšta 'more', receiving the meaning 'even' when together with the augmentative. The accomplishment otsavny suvtny 'to help to get back on one's feet' in (15) was also approved by one informant, but only after transferring the džyk-clitic from the infinitive suvtny to the finite verb otsalö as appears below. 
Examples which were not approved by the informants
This group is comprised of 11 sentences that did not get any approvals from the informants. Among the activities and accomplishments of this group (see Table 5 ), unexpectedly, there are some verbs which express movement, real actions and thinking. Not only do those situations correspond quite directly to the verbs that Cypanov proposed to appear in the augmentative grade (Цыпанов 2005), but these would be the verbs which one might intuitively assume to possess semantic gradability, i.e. for these verbs, intensifying the action they express seems quite normal, e.g. 'to go or bring faster', 'to do or sew better', 'to think more intensely', etc. 
burdny-džyk 'to recover fully-AUG'
The Verbal Augmentative and the Inherent Properties... Furthermore, this group is interesting because it includes verbs that have already appeared in examples which were approved by the informants. For example munny 'to go' appeared among the typical examples and mövpyštny 'to think' among the peripheral examples. Nevertheless, (16) and (17) are not considered to be correct with the mentioned verbs appearing with the džyk-clitic.
In (16), the restriction may lie in munny composing a serial verb with velödćyny, and since neither is really an auxiliary to the other, the choice of placement for the clitic on either of the verbs might be problematic. The matter of serial verbs appearing in the augmentative is, to the author's knowledge, very much under-researched. children-DAT.3SG study-INF '*They helped with advice on where it would be better for the children to go to study'
In example (17), the problem may also lie in the construction of the predicate. Firstly because based on the examples of this questionnaire, the comparison clitic is added to the finite verb, and secondly because according to one of the informants, setny 'to give' is semantically unsuitable to form a serial verb in this context and should be replaced by a verb meaning 'order to', etc. The informant did not elaborate on whether replacing the verb would make it possible to use the comparison clitic in a construction including mövpyštny. The verb otsavny 'to help' was also one of the verbs which appeared more than once. It appeared among the non-typical examples as a simple predicate, while among the peripheral examples (see (15)) it appeared as a serial verb with suvtny 'to get up'. In (18) it also appears as a serial verb, but this time with vöćny 'to get done, finish'. Since in (15), the džyk-clitic was added to a finite verb, but in (18) to the infinitive form, the reason for the latter not being approved might lie in the positioning of the clitic and not in the lexical aspect of the verb. auxiliary verbs, because even though they both express an epistemic modality, they are not synonymous in these examples. The verb kovny 'need' in (13a) and also in (13b) expresses a general necessity for doing something, but kovmyny 'needed by, required' in (19) expresses a requirement which is put upon the agent by someone other than the agent itself. Also, in (13), the infinitives in the construction refer to activities, while in (19) The last four examples from (16) to (19) indicate that the appearance of the augmentative grade with at least some events is dependent on the context they appear in and that the lexical aspect class of the situation does not necessarily ensure the verb's appearance in the augmentative grade.
Results of the questionnaire
As the preceding section showed, there is no strict and clear-cut distribution according to lexical aspect classes to explain the appearance or nonappearance of the augmentative grade in Komi. It should be noted though, that according to how many approvals different situations received from the informants, the lexical aspect classes can be divided into more typical and less typical classes that appear in the augmentative grade. For example the states and activities that were approved had an average approval rate of 5.5 and 2.84 times respectively. Thus they are more likely to appear in the augmentative than, for example, accomplishments, which were on average approved only 1.77 times and can be regarded as less typical (but still acceptable) situations to appear in the augmentative.
The high approval rate of states shows that this is the most typical lexical aspect class to appear in the augmentative. It is an important result, because according to the definition, the verbal augmentative appears with verbs which have an inherent scale of activity (Цыпанов 2005 : 249) , so it should be activities and accomplishments that are the most typical lexical aspect classes in the augmentative grade, but instead, in this set of data, they are approved less frequently than states.
Besides these general statements about the lexical aspect classes of the verbs discussed, the analysed material shows some interesting tendencies of how the inherent properties change across the typical and non-typical verbs appearing in the augmentative. Two of these tendencies, dynamicity and duration, are in this paper left aside from closer inspection for different reasons.
The dynamics of the event proved to play no significant role in determining the appearance of the augmentative grade, since both dynamic and stative events received an equally high approval rate. Following Cypanov (Цыпанов 2005 : 249) , the duration of an event is more relevant than its dynamics in that respect, but since in this set of data punctual events were strongly under-represented, the role of duration will not be discussed further
The Verbal Augmentative and the Inherent Properties... in this article. Instead, the following section will discuss the importance of the most prominent feature which influences the appearance of the augmentative grade -telicity.
The importance of telicity is supported by the distribution of the atelic and telic events of the questionnaire on the scale of frequency -the events receiving two or more approvals are mostly atelic with a ratio of 23 atelic to 4 telic situations. The number of telic events rises among the peripheral examples (8 telic to 4 atelic situations) while among the examples which were not approved, the amount of telic and atelic events is about the same (5:6 respectively). Neither of the two other properties, dynamics and duration, appeared with such differences in their frequency on the typical-peripheral scale.
Telicity and the džyk-augmentative
Observing the results of the questionnaire, it becomes apparent that telicity is the property which is closely involved in determining the gradability of the situation (Fleischhauer 2013 : 149) and also for determining the scale of comparison available for the event. This chapter shows the relation between telicity and the two semantically different types of gradationdegree and extent gradation (after Bolinger 1972). Degree gradation is related to the gradable property of the event and expresses measures (size, price, etc.), while extent gradation is related to verbal quantification and expresses event frequency and duration (Fleischhauer 2013 : 126) .
Degree gradation and telicity
Since degree gradation involves measuring events, there has to be a set of linearly ordered degrees which represent measurement values of a certain dimension, like size, price, intensity of feeling, etc. (Kennedy and McNally 2005: 351) , and which form a scale (Fleischhauer 2013 : 126) . The gradability of an event is dependent on whether the event has an open or a closed scale. Open scales have no maximal value and the events can be modified indefinitely, while closed scales have a minimal and/or maximal value and the events could only be modified until the minimum or maximum is reached (see Kennedy, McNally 2005) . The telicity of the situation sets the openness of the verbal scale -durative atelic events are associated with open scales, but durative telic events, on the other hand, have a closed scale (Caudal 2005) .
In the case of degree gradation readings of the Komi clitic -džyk, the abovementioned is true for a tempo reading ('faster') as in (20) and (8), repeated here as (22), and a quality reading ('better'), as in (3) repeated here as (21), and (7), repeated here as (23). In the first two examples, the activities 5 may be done even faster or better, but the accomplishments in (22) and (23), after they have finished, may not be sped up or done better, since the end-point has already been reached. This is in correlation with the openness of the scales - (20) and (21) have an open scale while (22) and (23) When it comes to punctual telic events, i.e. to achievements, they have a closed scale in the augmentative with a tempo reading (24), but an open scale with an intensity reading (stronger, more intensely), as in (25). Achievements did not appear with a quality reading among the analysed data, the same as accomplishments did not appear with an intensity-reading.
(24) [---] shake-3SG 'But (s)he starts to cry even stronger, and shakes like a human being'
As the examples above suggest, telicity (as a parameter influencing the openness of the events' scale) does not restrict the appearance of the augmentative in Komi, but it does restrict the different readings the event may have with the džyk-clitic and thus also narrows down the contexts the augmented telic events may appear in (compared to atelic events). Table  6 summarises the readings the džyk-clitic may have with the lexical aspect classes and also presents whether the events appear with an open or a closed scale with those readings. 
Extent gradation and telicity
The other main reading for the džyk-clitic is more and this falls under extent gradation (Bolinger 1972) . Extent gradation refers to verbal quantification, so the event frequency and duration are modified (cf. Fleischhauer 2013 : 126) . In the case of extent gradation, telicity determines the scale of comparison available for the event, meaning that for atelic events, the reading of more might be either cardinality, temporal duration, or length of spatial path, but for telic events, the reading of more may only be cardinality (Wellwood, A., Hacquard, V., Pancheva 2012 : 215-218) . According to the questionnaire, the Komi augmentative grade follows the above-mentioned rule and the only telic event appearing among the data which receives a cardinality reading with the džyk-clitic is presented in (26). All the other situations with the reading of 'more' were atelic events, referring to cardinality or temporal duration, but not to length of spatial path.
There is also a semantically close reading to 'more', where the džyk-clitic is used with a telic predicate to express the preference of the subject to do what the verb expresses, rather than doing something else, like in example (27), where the subject prefers to or would rather take the items to the landfill than, say, to the museum. This kind of use is not frequent, appearing only twice among the approved examples and once among the disapproved examples of the data. The 'rather'-reading is connected to cardinality, since it refers to the frequency of the event, so (27) could also be interpreted as 'they more often take the items to the landfill'. As previously with degree gradation, the telicity of the event modified by the džyk-clitic does not determine whether the event can appear in the augmentative or not, but it does determine the reading the event may appear in. Table 7 illustrates how the cardinality reading is possible with both telic and atelic events, but only atelic events appear with a temporal duration reading. The 'rather'-reading is left out of this table because of its low frequency in the data and its higher grammaticalisation level, but its connection to event frequency is clear. 
Summary
This article presented the results of a preliminary study carried out among native speakers of Komi. The main aim was to gain a better understanding of the verbal augmentative grade and to clarify how the general lexical aspect classes and the specific inherent properties of the event referred to influence the appearance of the augmentative. Out of the three oppositions of dynamic-stative, durative-punctual, and telic-atelic, telicity proved to be the most prominent factor in determining the appearance of the augmentative, since it showed the greatest differences on the frequency scale -among the events approved more than once, there were 24 atelic and only 4 telic events. Telicity also proved to be an integral factor in determining the semantic reading of the džyk-clitic. Two semantic types of gradation appeared -degree and extent gradation.
When the augmentative had a degree gradation reading ('faster', 'better', 'stronger'), then the telicity of the event interacted with the openness of the event's scale and atelic events appeared with an open scale, while from the telic events, accomplishments appeared with closed scales, and achievements with open scales with an intensity reading, but closed scales with a tempo reading. Among the analysed data, states did not appear with a tempo or an intensity reading, accomplishments with an intensity reading, and achievements with a quality reading.
With an extent gradation reading, an event described in the augmentative could have either a cardinality reading ('more') or refer to temporal duration. With atelic events, the augmentative reading could be either cardinality or temporal duration, while with telic events, it could be only cardinality. A few achievements also had a cardinality-related reading, which expresses preference and is more grammaticalised than the other readings.
